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1. Page xviii, Introduction:   In order to support a claim that the COBOL standard should be exempt from ISO copyright requirements, information should be added to the Introduction to support the public domain nature of COBOL.  Using the CODASYL COBOL Committee Journal of Development from 1993, I composed the following to illustrate what might be appropriate.

"COBOL originated in 1959 as a Common Business Oriented Language developed by the Conference on Data Systems Languages (CODASYL).  The authors and copyright holders of the copyrighted material specifically authorized the use of the material, in whole or in part, in COBOL specifications.  That authorization extends to the reproduction and use of COBOL specifications in programming manuals or similar publications.  CODASYL requested that a specific acknowledgement be placed in the preface to any such publication."

Others may be able to come up with something better. 

My suggestion for placement is:

a.  fifth paragraph, first sentence, change to read:   "Development of the COBOL language began before the invention of formal …"

       b.   add the following as a new paragraph before the heading "Acknowledgement"

"COBOL originated in 1959 as a Common Business Oriented Language developed by the Conference on Data Systems Languages (CODASYL).  The authors and copyright holders of the copyrighted material specifically authorized the use of the material, in whole or in part, in COBOL specifications.  That authorization extends to the reproduction and use of COBOL specifications in programming manuals or similar publications.  CODASYL requested that an acknowledgement be placed in the preface to any such publication."

2. I found a document on the JTC1 web site stating that a Bibliography should not be labeled "Annex …".  Therefore, the following changes are needed:

a.   Page xvii, Foreword, last paragraph, last sentence, change in part to read:   "Annex E, Annex F, and the Bibliography are for information only."

{I don't know whether the bibliography should be listed here, but I don't think it hurts.}

b.   Page 838, Bibliography, delete "Annex G" and "(informative")

3. Page 160, 9.3.2, Object references, last paragraph, change "has precisely" to "have precisely"
4. Page 631, 15.67.2, STANDARD-COMPARE, argument rule 4, last sentence, change "1999" to "2000".

{This date changes as the publication date of 14651 changes; 2000 is the latest projection.  14651 needs to be watched for change.}

5. Page 692, B.3, Processor-dependent list, item 27:    My first take was that this item applied only to alternate keys.  Then I decided that the word "alternate" in the phrase "alternate collating sequence" did not refer to alternate keys.  To avoid  confusion, I propose the following change in part:

"The capability of specifying a collating sequence for primary and alternate keys of an indexed … "
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